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proposal for a convention based on the principle of reci-
procity as a part of the Constitution, made at the first
Round Table Conference, was abandoned in favour of
providing safeguarding clauses for the safety of British
commerce in India. At any rate in practice it would be an
unwise policy to place much reliance on them, and the
British commercial communities should aim at winning
Indian opposition by conciliation and by offering their
co-operation in attacking India's essential economic prob-
lems.
Our fellow-citizens in the Dominions can also render
a great service to the creation of the new order in India
by their recognition of her status in the British Common-
wealth. The participation of Indians in the economic
life of the Dominions and Colonies involves the British
Commonwealth in questions which are of great importance.
It should be admitted that the disabilities imposed on
Indians are based on distinction of colour and are regarded
by them as being badges of racial inferiority. At the
Imperial Conference of 1921, the Prime Minister of Great
Britain held forth the ideal of Imperial citizenship in the
following words :
" No greater calamity could overtake the world than
any further accentuation of the world's divisions upon the
lines of race. The British Empire has done signal service
to humanity in bridging those divisions in the past; the
loyalty of the King-Emperor's Asiatic peoples is the proof.
To depart from that policy, to fail in that duty, would not
only greatly increase the dangers of international war; it
would divide the British Empire against itself. Our foreign
policy can never arrange itself in any sense upon the differ-
ences of race and civilization between East and West. It
would be fatal to the Empire."
Unfortunately the position of His Majesty's Indian
subjects domiciled in the Dominions still remains unsatis-
factory, and on this question all organized public opinion
in India is unanimous in its protests. At the Imperial

